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Lutheran Church of Australia

Constitution and By-laws


SCHOLARSHIP  FUND

Adopted 1978, amended 2006, 2013.

NAME

1.
The name of this Fund shall be SCHOLARSHIP FUND of the Lutheran Church of Australia.

OBJECTS

2.
The objects of the Fund shall be to grant scholarships to qualified pastors and lay people to undertake post-graduate study or advanced training, to better equip them for service within the Church.

ADMINISTRATION

3.
The Scholarship Fund shall derive its income from special gifts and the interest on endowments and investments in addition to an annual amount allotted from the budgetary funds of the Church.

4.
The Scholarship Fund shall be administered by the General Church Council.

5.
The objects of the Fund shall be carried out by means of short-term scholarships (hereinafter referred to as study grants) of up to one year's duration.  In extenuating circumstances, the possibility of extension may be considered by the General Church Council
AWARDS

6.
The General Church Council

(a)
shall determine any specific conditions and the term applicable to a particular study grant;


(b)
may at its discretion determine that no study grant be awarded;  and


(c)
may at its discretion require a personal appearance of the candidates.

7.
If the holder of a study grant does not comply with the terms and conditions under which the study grant was awarded, the General Church Council may call upon the recipient to show cause why the study grant should not be terminated, and may terminate it if it is not satisfied with the cause shown.

AVAILABILITY

8.
Study grants shall be made available on conditions determined by the General Church Council from time to time.

9.
The maximum term for a study grant shall be one [1] year.  Any extension of the original term shall require an application stating the special circumstances, shall only be granted at the discretion of the General Church Council, and shall not exceed the length of the original term.

APPLICATION

10.
(1)
Application for a study grant may be made by the Board or Council or Institution directly responsible to the Church for the particular area of study or training.


(2) 
Boards or Councils or Institutions of the Church may nominate a specific person to be considered for a particular study grant.


(3)
Application may be made by a person who on his or her own initiative wishes to undertake specialised study or training.

11.
(1)
Application shall be made on the official forms.


(2)
The following shall accompany every application:



(a)
an outline of the proposed course of study or training program and its perceived benefits for the Church, and an estimate of its costs;



(b)
a brief autobiography;



(c)
a certificate of health from a legally qualified medical practitioner;



(d)
a recent photograph;



(e)
a report from the nominating board/council, or in the case of an application under the preceding clause 10. (3), the names and addresses of three [3] referees;



(f)
copies of academic records, diplomas, and degrees;  and



(g)
particulars of practical experience in the service of the Church.

12.
All applications shall be lodged with the General Church Council by the specified date published in the official organ of the Church.

PROVISIONS
13.
(1) 
The amount of any study grant shall be determined by the General Church Council on the basis of an assessment of the costs and of available finance. 


(2)
A study grant is to be used solely for defraying costs incurred in pursuing a specific program of study or training and for no other purpose.


(3)
No provision shall be made under a study grant for the family of an applicant. 


(4)
A study grant may as applicable provide for the following:



(a)
fees payable at the relevant institution;



(b)
approved travel costs;



(c)
approved housing and living allowance;



(d)
book allowance;  and



(e)
any factor deserving special consideration.


(5)
Where grants are given to meet course fees, such fees shall normally be paid directly to the institution, not to the recipient of the grant.


(6)
Where monies are paid directly to a grant holder for a good reason (eg, in the case of studies or training abroad), all funds not used are to be returned to the Scholarship Fund.
14.
On completion of their study program all beneficiaries are required to give a written report to the General Church Council, detailing benefits received from the program.

15.
Recipients of study grants are required to contract themselves to serve the Church for a minimum period of twice the length of the grant tenure.  Failure to meet this obligation requires the applicant to reimburse the Scholarship Fund pro rata for the length of the period not fulfilled.
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